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New York City, November 4, 1869
A letter of A. C. Van Raalte to Philip Phelps, pressing with urgency the
need to keep raising money for Hope College: "We must keep to work:
constantly to work for years to come with force and perseverance, else we
will make bad work. We must have buildings."
Original in the Archives of Hope College.
(Note: George Scholten make several additions to the Phelps letters. I
am not sure that all of the data is them is correct.)

l
17,,enr

4
4
7

1/if

/.07-c+cr
cad

a-C

J

44 es&ne.„ 6,,r) In/
~fur Metre %Silk
A7 4
1—
rienifindbakiceilcCasd le/r/Ped e'&

te
ddc-

•

oke as>:

I X76.keytlizia)
o
bje-241:1/ //ad pcontiejerts 11 /XL
f

g-teez____I •

we

et:rt. /

-)
.111e4 iv/ef (1:///7

ar /12

e

E;
CA

Gal

.

fè-u

e4,-C c.4
dot re -Far •,t•-tc-d- tdr.e
frvta

cp-pe.4...t

.

_..

igte i4 144 aaak:el0.2" c/kr Celt it

l'ird • /Pick des

4 die.r7

gaud &it

kt-/o

aglat

ISA>

C

o

>612 tfr'S

//Zit paie-gio
ja
irfrie~
12,
/ler-s

wite4

evet7

41c.

eLg-t-

fl

.

Ôft r

eye; itaYaittelat ei

ahin Pi;;

ft

it"kkkie

Th

•

e

4
es-carree-GI trin eau-eilled Ce1671--yr,

•S2 15 •

net de..0i
tt Wattriii

e-ttel dirt egeign :2

eiltre

9,74461
e. yfrittbee

a-nek
e C

F

enr/Vibiati --

fer,14-ne.,
re-, NI Meln.14!

4 aed-

44 llea--4

g

111;1
"/ lep

te de. t idat.e 1, 1 i71
1,
11
-ge "~:

1pt r144L OW

nn.:7/
hi

C.. yeka

1~ WI 44

pr a

clg.t.,6241....??.

oihrb&a.172itypt d•te-

APsettat ere,

sr

ey se—,

erais # 27z erdes.c. inn-) 1 a a.

nart“...el f.
tir,074:£ce#
M

• )•

tiscarat
, LY.‘

e1,- ár dal
&tan
/Xti
.
•ja.C. 1

‘rtratiedite née.
AI( kerrie

etawttaatiwtí

rn7 f

g-ert teurfi-a-LL

•

*Se fl

11,e

ai
..1:4Aal /aid ail cliZt• %rdsv

fediti-texy/•ni• , tie V lye Ite /We, /

dte• lie.ht4djitec b drA171.. ‘

/
(

se-

dui 7t th.,Ixt,gliciterd4da.;
iá.e.-%-g, c i fltelle0( Zi7-4 wezi/9/714t--.
ih--

?

4

717 iffr Met/e dez einet

tl

7

3,

t

P génteicildi
adprileaegeder/ dear

enta e' -

1; ,lit-'
ge511

É

fiville%1 /Sr hte7 e 1;; yttest<

at

a

0‘ 444,6 IS tte€
2C-

c9
.;7—
d'

'dal; tr.12->aaintryffizi.
SW
-3 0--lan
,IT- em
i/ise IA(1/4

f ac-ik
iglijawf Pk%) frinte/

h9:.

Itecefa7 4/"Z- Lit

ile-eaitet,daatiez., ,4
Ilia etc- LI_
ii.e. lie* Ii<7;t7è ** d
I eili en-Zta-j5

dar-

eisq.s- -u-ifenreL,

it.,

47 .,_
- r erteAl ner,
-jege, ti , _.),a~e
urtdS: .M. ohetet el,&
.d,444 tt-U-a.erc~X»te,--iin ca,c,
„,,c,teet407;n7,./airfinied:

y

'

ge 74...., f tat,- .4/40S'Ariet: s.-

fS
- t9-,..a.e_,
se/ ley andiarms: daInd it-e- fed cdpits,it: /ea 0‘2,48 ,
fe in te-;.1,/hr

#7..-75;:. cha

ter

it, 021/371eye 84rg,04412

l
iti
l

A44/ ad /41fei r

eft

ael e`g4 A»

d

bkketit

ei

447 #02.-7
-7/fri-c___.
,4
d; tin-el Wit.- tatit-dee,

i

wit

i-

14i/te Al ganfral, IS A

,1

/cm",

Mas 4-7teer to e
-144-11 el,
/ 67

e/ft-a--etita fdief -, 9)e-a)
Ile/ el 14' le tee it%.- fice-44 Fr in itir, 74- rer)
Szt-4 1 it <IL pU
e lie tied agt
.
71/ ,n4 /A
l7;i1
/in" tica

~ i~i/Ett

»te24 7 ..

J-

tuay do_ toi

vile? stuit p;t7e ace",

iit- el /kJ) elicadimited,
cit,»
i
,
Giarr 149- del

sac den/iLl-W 12,X

-1 /\- daeftaj-fi

ei
ift/i/erti

t

„,.
.a.„ :-, ,,,,3, "../4,,4 in iturje

pre, ikeia..ci

»

due% ittga-

7iec-747

"1

ii:ive2firs,

-.
egg 21/ 2._-

.1
2e:A
:Ce
tig7fre e >ea)

Icet-JAt 1-Xce

•

56

New York Nov. 4 / 69

Revd Dr P: Phelps
Dear Brother,
Yesterday I was present at the organisation of the New Brunswick Particular Synod:
it was all done in a hurry: no bussiness was done every one wanted to go home the
same day: the hurricane of bussiness destroils bussiness.
As every where I found there the committee appointed to cooperate with Dr Cornell
tp go through the churches. Therefore the clergymen feel themselves pledged to
finish up that work. -So I will go on seeking openings perhaps may meet an individual
with pity for the West: at least I intend to go on even by making loans to defraying
my expenses as I was already obliged to do:
Many advise to do nothing on account the present claims in the field: I feel not
desperate to do so: -But I feel well inclined to declare it impossible to do now
the work for the Endowment, both stay in the field for Hope College in general to
keep, the machine going:I did put the question to Dr Van Cleef what to do with the current expenses and
the debt acrued by the contingent expenses: He said better keep begging to keep it
going; till Cornell has been around.
The same question I did put to Dr See and his answer was: that the Counsel had
to judge about this. and now as a member of the Counsel, try: before that the teachers must suffer, before individuals must come burdened by this debt, we will
collect and spent so far as it is necessary to keep alive and give account for it to
General Synod. It is not necessary to do this in an offensive manner, but we have
to do it as a Christian duty who are entrusted with the special care for that
institution. If Mr Suydam gives money and if he demands secresy: then let the money if possible
be used to clear the real estate debt. Farther Dr See thinks alsoo that it is necessary not to leave the field: but he
thought it to be a good thing that you should come to the field alsoo; -The Board
However could not give an invitation on account of the Whole affaire belongs to the
Counsel. The thing is this: Nobody will have pity on Hope College if we dont have it:
Nobody will pick up the money if we dont do it. Nobody will find fault if we get
the money: We must not exspect anything than Synodical resolutions: and the Counsel
must do the work. -Getting the money is the thing to keep us alive to make us respectable popular etc, etc. therefore come and get the money: Even I would like to
see young dominees trained in the work: It will be a hard work for years to come:
We must get before Synod as much as is possible and we must have sound and solid
plans before Synod in connection with buildings. -I know in some cases they say yet:
that we were too fast, that New Brunswick would have answered etc etc etc therefore
we must be up and doing, we must go ahearl; well humble not grumbling but inflexable
persistant and always in the field: if vm bring young men in the field we must make
them known by the Intelligencer: and demand this as our only church paper.
I an very anxious that our real estate schould be free from debt: if you have
friends work at them for that purpose. -

56 (cont'd)
Mays God bless- Haa College:
Your friend and Brother
A. C. Van Raalte
N.B. I hope the Executive Committee and the Professors will see the necessity of
your coming, and alsoo that coming of a young man as Ds Ch. Oggel: You and a domine
who can preach the English are better fitted for the work: I myself have no intention to leave the work but I urge your coming and the coming of a young dománe. We
must keep to work: constantly to work for years to come with force and perseverence,
else we will make bad work. We must have buildings.
Note: Ch Oggel was Rev. E. C. Oggel , born 1841; Hutgere C. '65:
N.B.T. s 1866 of De Hope and Tres of Hope College '69 - '71: New Palts 1896-1908:
died 1910.
Dr Pieter y Oggel died Dec. 15, 1869 , a month_ after the above letter was written.
Husband of Nina Van Raalte.
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Newyork Nov. 4/69

Revd Dr P: Phelps
Dear Brother,
Yesterday I was present at the organisation of the New
Brunswick Particular Synod:' it was all done in a hurry: no bussiness was done every
one wanted to go home the same day: the hurricane of bussiness destrois bussiness. —
as every where I found there the committees appointed to cooperate with Dr. Cornell to
go through the churches Therefore the clergymen feel themselves pledged to finish up
that work. — So I will go on seeking openings perhaps I may meet an individual with pity
for the West: at least I intend to go on even by making loans to defray my expenses as I
was already obliged to do:2
Many advise to do nothing on account the present claims in the field: I feel not
disposed to do so: - But I feel well inclined to declare it impossible to do now the work
for the Endowment, but to stay in the field for Hope College in general, to keep the
machine going: —3
I did put the question, to Dr Van Cleefl what to do with the current expenses and the
debt ac[c]rued by these contingent expenses: He said better keep begging to keep it
going; till Cornell has been around.
The same question I did put to Dr See:5 and his answer was: that the Counsel6 had to
judge about this, and now as a member of the Counsel? I say before that the teachers

I See Convin's Digest of Synodical Legislation for a history of the formation of Particular Synods in the
Dutch Reformed Church. The Particular Synods of Albany and New York were organized in 1800. The
Classes that now made up the Particular Synod of New Brunswick were formerly in the Particular Synod of
New York. (485-490). The General Synod of the RCA changed the name of these synods to "regional" in
1992. Acts and Proceedings... .1992), 39-40.
2 Dr. Comell's effective fundraising on behalf of New Brunswick Seminary made Van Raalte's work very
difficult.
3 Even though Van Raalte was needed to be with his family at a very difficult time due to the illness of Rev.
Pieter J. Oggel, he was so dedicated to Hope College that he neglected family obligations.
4 Dr, Paul Duryea Van Cleef was the pastor of the Second Reformed Church of Jersey City, a congregation
he served from 1849 until 1896. He was elected a trustee of Rutgers College this year. He served as a
member of the Board of Domestic Missions for forty-seven years. Acts and Proceedings..., 1903, 527529. The prominence of Van Cleef in the ministry of the Reformed Church must have led Van Raalte to
consult with him.
5 Dr. John L. See, often mentioned in these letters of Van Raalte to Phelps, was the Corresponding
Secretary of the Board of Education, 1861-1884. Convin's Manual...., 4'h ed., 1902, 729.
6 Van Raalte was never able to master the correct spelling of 'council.' Prior to its incorporation in 1866,
the governing board of the Holland Academy and Hope College was the Board of Superintendents. After
1866, the governing board was the Council of Hope College of which Van Raalte was a member and the

must suffer, before individuals must come burdened by this debt, we will collect and
spent so far as it is necessary to keep alive, and give account of it to the General Synod.
It is not necessary to do this in an offensive manner, but we have to do it as a Christian
duty Who are entrusted with the special care for that institution. —
If Mr Suydam gives money and if he demands secresy: then let the money if possible
be used to clear the real estate debt. —
Farther Dr See thinks alsoo that it is necessary not to leave the field: but Rethought it
to be good that you should come in the field alsoo: - The Board However could not give
an invitation on account of the Whole affaire belongs to the Counsel.—
The thing is this "Nobody will have pity on Hope College if we don't have it: Nobody
will pick up the money if we don't do it.["] Nobody will find fault if we get the money:
We must not exspect anything than Synodical resolutions: and the Counsel must do the
work. — Getting the money is the thing to keep us alive, to make us respectable popular
etc. etc. therefore come and get the money: Even I would like to see young dominees
trained in the work: It will be a hard work for years to come: We must get before Synod
as much as is possible and we must have sound and solid plans before Synod in
connection with buildings. — I know in some corners they say yet: that we were too fast,
that New Brunswick would have answered etc etc etc the[re]fore we must be up and
doing, we must go ahead; well humble not grumbling but inflexable persistant and always
in the field: if we bring young men in the field, we must make them known by the
[Christian] Intelligencer:8 and demand this as our only church paper. —
I am very anxious that our real estate schould be free from debt: if you have friends
work at them for that purpose. - May God bless Hope College!
Your friend & Brother
A. C. Van Raalte
N. B. I Hope the Executive Committee and the Professors will see the necessity of your
coming, and alsoo that coming of a young man as Domine Ch. Ogge1:9 You and a
domine who can preach the English are better fitted for the work: I myself have no
intention to leave the work but I urge your coming and the coming of a young Domine.
We must keep to work: constantly to work for years to come with force and
perseverance, else we will make bad work. We must have buildings.

first president of the Council. Preston I Stegenga, in his history of Hope College, Anchor of
Hope,...,(1954), discusses the early administrative system of Hope College, 73-76.
7 As far as it can be determined, Van Raalte was a member of the Council of Hope College and served as its
first president. First Catalogue and Circular of HOPE COLLEGE..., 1865-66 (1866), 5.
8 The denominational weekly.
9 Rev. Engelbert Christian Oggel was at this time serving the college as editor of De Hope and treasurer of
the college. Corwin's Manual..., 4th ed., (1902), 442. He was the younger brother of Rev. Pieter J. Oggel
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